
Welcome to our Reading and Writing 
Workshop



Reading at an Early Age.
Words are all around us and children recognise many from a very early age.



Encouraging early 
reading.



Early Skills for Writing

Early writing skills are called ‘pre-writing skills’ and involve things such as:

Hand and finger strength 
Crossing the mid-line

Pencil grasp
Hand eye coordination
Upper body strength
Object manipulation

Visual perception
Hand dominance 







All of these pre-writing activities help toward children 
developing a good pencil grip – again there are stages children 

generally move through as this develops.

shoulder - arm - wrist - fingers



Beginning to Read and Write: Phonics 

Synthetic phonics – is the teaching of reading in which phonemes (sounds) are associated
with graphemes (letters). They are pronounced in isolation and then blended together (synthesised). 
We BLEND for reading and SEGMENT for writing/spelling.

At Wyke School we follow the government’s scheme called ‘Letters and Sounds’ and mix this with two 
schemes called Jolly Phonics and ‘Read Write Inc.’ 

We have 26 letters but 42 sounds: children are taught actions for each of the sounds using the multi-
sensory methods of sounds, pictures and actions. The sounds are taught in a specific order (not 
alphabetically). This enables children to begin building words as early as possible. 

We also use handwriting rhymes to ensure correct letter formation.



The five skills taught in Phonics

1.Learning the letter sounds: Children are taught the 42 letter 
sounds. This includes alphabet sounds as well as digraphs and 
trigraphs such as sh, th, ai and air

2.Learning letter formation: Using different multi-sensory 
methods, children learn how to form and write the letters.

3.Blending: Children are taught how to blend the sounds together to 
read and write new words.

4.Segmenting: Identifying the sounds in words. Listening for the 
sounds in words gives children the best start for improving spelling.

5.Tricky words: Tricky words have irregular spellings and children 
learn these separately.



How you can help at home… Reading

Mrs de Villiers will show you how she’d share a reading book 
with a child. 

(If you missed our workshop and are reading this at home you're 
welcome to pop in anytime and ask me to show you!)

This a great booklet about reading with your child: 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/misc/reading-with-your-

child/reading-with-your-child-booklet-for-parents.pdf

Most of all make it a special time.

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/misc/reading-with-your-child/reading-with-your-child-booklet-for-parents.pdf


Early Learning Goal:

Children will be assessed at Emerging, Expected or Exceeding.



Stages of Writing:

• Children start experimenting with mark making from an early age. The mark making 
usually develops in these stages…

















Early Learning Goal:
Children will be assessed at Emerging, Expected or Exceeding.
These examples are all judged to be EXPECTED. 
It is really difficult to get exceeding!



THINK it
TALK it
WRITE it

Hold a sentence in your head.
For long words clap the syllables.

TALK IT
THINK

IT

WRITE IT



How you can help at home… Writing



Useful websites for Reading and Writing:

How to say the phonics sounds: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

Tips for reading and writing at home: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/fun-ideas-
learning-at-home/fun-ideas-ages-4-5/

Storyteller videos: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/oxford-owl-videos/storyteller-videos--2/

Reading tips for parents: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/misc/reading-with-your-
child/reading-with-your-child-booklet-for-parents.pdf

Phonics games – free and subscription games. https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

More games! http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html

BBC Alphablocks – games, colourings and clips/episodes: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
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